


Chapter 18 discussion
Name:
Date:
Course:
Date:









Florentine and Sienese styles form a major part of renaissance art.  Sienese style is characterized by decorations, elegancy and brilliant jewel like colors that increase its decorative potential. Also, Sienese style focuses on miraculous events and pays less attention to distortions and dreamlike coloration. Florentine style is characterized by humanism and geometrical perspective. Humanism is supported by the fact that it favors rationalism through critical thinking. Florentine is influenced by a naturalistic style in the Early Resinanance painting and sculpture of classical forms.
The composition of both arts was similar because they use symmetrical scenes in narrative painting. Both styles were created by individual artists who became famous during their time. It comes out that Florentine and Sienese were rivals in various aspects of during the 14th century. Comparing the two Sienese art appears to be more conservative as opposed to Florentine art.  In Duccio di Buoninsegna's Maestà Altarpiece, Sienese style is used to express the gratefulness of color, gesture and pose gracefulness by exploring human emotions. A good example is the Raising of Lazarus which is found in Duccio’s narrative painting.  Also, Sienese art is found in Giotto who uses lyrical figures and graceful continuity to maintain a linear style in his work. On the other hand, Giotto’s Florentine style was based on breaking down of complex stories to create compelling stories which is represented through visions of the people around to express humanity and dignity. In simple terms, Giotto’s art was more modern and accessible using three dimensional forms. For example he expresses pain through humor and imitations of live natural models.
The illustrations in the Book of Hours of Jeanne d'Évreux reveal the similarities and differences of Sienese and Florentine style. Both styles are revealed because the manuscripts were created in the 14th century and it expresses renaissance. Sienese style is filled with decorations and elegancy in the paintings of infancy and the Passion of Christ. The tempera and grisaille figure painting appear to be sculptural quality images that are enriched with color and a gothic style. The Florentine style is expressed through use of geometrical perspectives because the prayer book is quite small measuring about 4 by 3 inches made of thin velum paper. It also expresses humanism through variety of hybrid and fantasy creatures.
